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Presentation 
Agenda
• Florida Cancer Plan Goal and Objective

• Purpose and Benefits of the ODS Support 
Pilot Program

• Basic Requirements and Activities for 
Participation

• Visual Overview of Program and 
Application Process



Florida 
Cancer Plan



By 2025, increase access to and utilization of 
cancer related data archived in the state cancer 
registry (FCDS) by diverse stakeholder groups 
across Florida.

Florida Cancer Plan 2020-2025
Data Access and Use Work Group 
Objective 2.6



Challenges and Opportunities

Common Application Challenges

Selecting data elements and criteria often complicates 
cancer data requests, causing delays and 
communication issues.

Oncology Data Specialists

ODS are experts in the standards of cancer data 
collection and have the unique ability to support 
researchers in understanding relevant data items to 
request from FCDS. 



ODS Support 
Pilot Program



Improvements in 
Efficiencies

Support for Accurate Data Selection

The program helps researchers select accurate and 
relevant cancer data elements for their 
applications.

Reducing Application Delays

ODS involvement helps minimize delays and back-
and-forth communications during data request 
submissions.

Feedback for Improvement

Feedback from the ODS volunteers enhances the 
pilot program’s effectiveness and processes. ODS 
volunteers receive CEU hours for their participation.



Basic 
Requirements 
and Activities for 
Participation



What is the process? Account and Application Setup
Ensure you have a DREAMS account and have started your 
application before proceeding.

Define Research Objective
Clearly define your research objective to guide the application 
process effectively. 

Candidate Selection
The selection process is currently done manually based on the 
application and areas of need. This will be integrated into the 
DREAMS application process to automate.

Schedule Zoom Session
A one-hour Zoom session with an ODS will be scheduled for 
recommendations and Q&A.

Submit Final Application
After feedback, submit your finalized application through the 
DREAMS platform.



Expand ODS Volunteer Pool

Recruit additional ODS volunteers to support the 
program

Integrate into DREAMS

Allow researches to request participation into the ODS 
program via DREAMS.

Advertise 

Actively advertise this benefit on the FCDS Data 
Request website and DREAMS application.



Contact Details

Contact Person

Monique Hernandez, PhD, is the 
designated contact for program-related 
questions and support.

mhernandez5@med.miami.edu
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