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The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention's National Program of Cancer Registries (NPCR) has
designed and developed a Web-based learning tool. The application, appropriately named the Cyber
Cancer Registry, is an interactive virtual registry system for developing and assessing the skills of can-
cer registry personnel and will allow those new to cancer registration an opportunity to gain hands-on
practice in core areas of cancer registry operations.

The Cyber Cancer Registry fulfills NPCR’s core education values:

e Education and training are essential elements in cancer data quality, completeness and timeliness.
e  Educational content must respond to issues identified through data quality assurance activities.

e Education and training must be offered continuously in diverse formats and methods of access.

The Cyber Cancer Registry will be completed in phases and will consist of modules pertaining to the
core functions of cancer registration in the hospital and central cancer registry settings. The first mod-

ule, Casefinding (cancer case identification), is now available at http://apps.nccd.cde.gov/depecer.

This is a virtual hospital setting with casefinding sources that include pathology reports, medical re-

cord discase indices, medical discharge logs, radiation oncology logs, and medical oncology logs.

The Cyber Cancer Registry mimics the medical database structure and recreates database activities.
The framework for the system allows for the addition of other functions (i.e., abstracting cancer cases)
in future releases. Actual de-identified medical record source documents submitted by cancer registrars
working in the field provide users a simulated registry experience. The medical record documents pre-
sent varying degrees of difficulty and challenging situations in which coding rules and instructions
must be applied. Each module will give immediate feedback to the user through practical exercises and
assessments to evaluate the level of competency, track training scores and provide a certificate of com-

pletion for each assessment.

In practice, these modules can be used to enhance the education of cancer registrars and can poten-

tially serve to satisfy part of the clinical practicum for NCRA-approved formal education programs.

The National Cancer Registrars Association (NCRA) is providing subject matter expertise in formal
education, hospital and central cancer registry operations and management through the creation and

maintenance of detailed module content, exercises, assessments and feedback responses.

The Cyber Registry can be accessed through NPCR's Web site (http://www.cde.gov/cancer/npct/)

and via a link from NCRA's Web site (http://www.ncra-usa.org).
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Please join us in wishing a fond farewell to Edith Alvin,
as she retires after almost 30 years of service here at FCDS.

Edith Alvin has been wonderful part of all of our lives and we know
that there will never be anyone to take her place.
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TOTAL NUMBER OF CASES IN THE FCDS MASTERFILE AS OF AUGUST 31, 2009
Total number of New Cases added to the FCDS Master file in August 2009: 10,893

The figures shown below reflect initial patient encounters (admissions) for cancer by year.

2009 14,091 404 0 269 0 Pending 14,764 8,304
2008 160,757 3,783 5 2,873 3 Pending 167,421 1,903
2007 165,195 7,905 2,882 3,602 0 Pending 179,584 626
Actual Expected
% Complete for:
2008 100% 100%
2007 100% 100%

*Expected % based on 165,000 reported cases/year





